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SUBJECT 



OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

SAC (100-7X21) DATE: 7/19/57 

SA JOHN F. PHELAN, JR. 

INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST IE AGUE 
IS - ISL 



On 7/15/57, 



who has furnished reliable infor- 
mation in the past, furnished bA JOHN F, PHELAN, JR,, with a hand- 
written report concerning the ISL National Convention held at New 
York City, w. Y. . on 7/5-7/57. Informant's report is located in 



and is set forth heroin. 
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“I, S. L. Convention 

’’The convention was convened at 9 ^_ a.m._ Friday^ July 5 j 
1957 _ in Room 10-0_ Adelphia Hall, 7 ^ -5th Ave._ N.Y.C. 

"Rules Committee Report, 

Credential Committee Report. 

Resolution Com. Report. 

Installation of Chair. 

Roll Call of Delegates. 

"After the rules committee reported outlining the rules 
for the 1957 convention the credential com. reported all 
delegates were properly accredited except those from Los 
Angelese., they held up the report on these delegates un- 
til after the noon recess. 

"Roll call of Delegates was by either first names or 
initials and by cities. Delegates from the fdllowing 
citys attended the convention^ 

"New York, Newark, Phi la..', Reading, Pittsburgh, Chicago, 
Detroit, Seattle, San Francisco and Los Angeles^. There 
were about 30 delegates in all, 

"All told, including the national com., party members, 
and sympathizers^ there were about 125 to 150 persons 
attending the convention at various times during the 
three days of the convention. This number also includes 
a delegate of Youth. 

"The important part of the convention centered around two 
main resolutions, th.e Unity question and the United 
States Resolution. 

"These two questions were hotly debated and so many 
addmeridments were tacked on to them that at times, no 
one, including SHACTMAN seemed to know what the dele- 
gates were talking about. 

"AL GATES^ presented the majority position on the Unity 
question. He did a very good job. HAL DRAEER presented 
the minority position, and he made a hash of it. 
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“DRAPER and HASKELL, who were the leaders of the minori- 
ty block and who had scattered support from Newark and 
L, A. were very inept^ they seemed , to have no idea how to 
organize an minority opposition^ they called no cacuses 
and failed to contact and solidify their followers, 

"Needless to say, on this question, SCHACTMAN made mince 
meat out of DRAPERS and HASKELLs arguments. 

“The arguments pro an__ con on this question went on in- 
terminally from noon till 11.. P.M. at which time the 
vote was called for. “ 

"At 10J50 SCHACTMAN asked that all action on the unity 
question be held "up for a few minuets as the Committee 
for Unity of the S.P.-S.D.P, were deliberating on the 
question of accepting the I.S.L. into the S.P.-S.D.P, 
and he pointed out that they were about to vote on the 
question. 

“In two or three seconds he returned and said the com- 
mittee had voted not to accept the I.S.L. 

“This was antl- climaxacit after all the long hours of 
debate and when it was put to the vote the unity reso- 
lution was carried 26-0. There were no votes against, 
no abstentiens and no^ recorded no vote^ on this ques- 
tion, 

"The most impressive thing about this resolution to me 

was the frankness of the speakers toward their feverish 

desire to make an opening in the S.P.-S.D.P. for the 

GATES faction and all other former C.P. members. 

•€ 

"Part of SCHACTMANNs argument for Unity was the fine re- 
ception EARL BRODER gave it. 

"The next big issue was the resolution on the part ies 
role in the comming period in the U.S, This was known 
as the U.S. resolution. 

"BEN HALL presented the majorit ies position on this 
resolution and it covered every thing from the part ies 
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"future role in the labor movement, par c ipata ting in 
election campaigns to what position the party should 
take in regards to supporting the satalite states in 
rebelling against Russia, 

“Again the opposition to the majority resolution was 
led by DRAPER and HASKELL with the same ineptness. 

"DRAPER firsts attacted the minorit ies Labor position 
and presented Newarks resolution on this aspect of the 
U. S. resolution. 

"He then proceeded to condemn the majorit ies proposals 
on the parties position on elections^ Pointing out 
that under the majority position the Party would find 
itself supporting capitalist candidates for office. 

"He went on at great lengths to say that if the majori- 
ty position was upheld, the party was throwing away a 
great educational weopen, 

"From this he took up the majorit ies position on aid 
to foreign countries in their struggles for freedom. 

"He covered this subject from the Easter Rebellion in 
Ireland and the Spanish Civil War to Hungary. 

" SCHACTMANN and GATES, leading the defense of the ma- 
jorities position, using ridicule, invective and 
personal insult against the three outstanding spokesmen 
for the minority, failed to carry the majorit ies reso- 
lution. 

" SCHACTMANNs main points were chiefly, regardless how 
reactionary the Labor movement position might be on main 
political and economic questions, the Party must not 
openly oppose or at tact it. 

"On the participation in election campaigns the party 
role must be only that of a supporter of the Labor 
movements choice and under no circumstances would the 
party advance candidates of their own. 
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"The party, at no time, under no circumstances, would 
call on the U. S. govt, to give arms or aid to any country 
in its struggle for freedom. Also complete support of 
the U. S. in the event of a war with any aggressor. 

"This was- too much even for the most loyal followers of 
the majority leaders. It seemed as if every delegate 
from every branch, with the exception of Detroit, wanted 
to tack admendments to change, modify or completely 
sabatoge this resolution. “ 

" SCHACTMANN , always the master tactician , quickly got an 
admendment advanced returning the original resolution 
back to the national com. thus staving of a no vote^ 

Which would have been the first defeat of his forces in 
the convention. 

"Another of SCHACTMANNs tactist which suprised some of 
the members of the delegates and members, especially 
those in the minority, was the method used in disposing 
of the following points. 

"The usual practice of most organizations is that before 
the convention gets down to the real meat, the nominations 
and election of officers takes place. 

" SCHACTMANN did it differently, first came a r'eccommenda- 
tion to enlarge the national com. Then a reccommendation 
to add a member from each branchy this doubled the size 
of the national com. and as the branch organizer is the 
logical person to be selected__ simplified the nominations 
and elections by making it more or less mechanical. 

"The real kicker came next. The officers would be elected 
from the national committee at the next meeting of the 
committee, with the majority of the new committee members 
being_ of course__ Schactmannites . SCHACTMANN can select 
his own choice of officers. 

"On the resolution of the Phila. Branch demanding regulary 
scheduled yearly convention SCHACTMANN pointed out that 
this was not necessary, as the constitution provided that 
conventions could be held at any time if 1/3 of the branches 
voted for it. 
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“On the demand of the Phi la. Branch to know by what au- 
thority the National Com. could constitute itself as the 
Rules com. for convention instead of electing such a com. 
from the branches, SCHACTMANN said this procedure was 
acording to constitution proceedure. 

"On the Phila . branch protest of a poll tax on members 
before they could vote for convention delegates and 
resolution, SCHACTMANN again quoted the constitution. 

"This led to a motion that a copy of the constitution be 
produced for all members. When it was found that there 
were none available at the national office SCHACTMANN 
promised to see that they would be made available in the 
future , 



"Nearly every key resolution including that which con- 
cerned the future publication of the Party Press was 
oritehtated toward the acchievement of unity with the 
S.P.-S.D.F. and when this did not materialize you got 
the impression that SCHACTMANN had more or less lost 
his hold on the majority. 

"As the sessions started early and ended late at night 
with only an hour break for lunch and dinner plus the 
fact that when these breaks occured the delegates 
scattered into the many nearby resturants or were so 
tired they hurried to where ever they were going to 
sleep that night, it was nearly impossible to get 
accquainted with them, althow there were some who had 
at ~some time or another had had some contact with the 
eastern branches either at social functions in the 
area or by spending some time in the eastern branches. 



"Among the many people present were_ of course MAX 
SCHACTMANN, AL GATES, MAX MARTIN HARRINGTON, BEN. HALL, 
‘JAMES FENWICK, JOE DIAMOND, ALEX WOLLOD, JOSEPH DAVID- 
SON, JOHN MC BRIDE, FRANK and HANNAH CARNER, HELEN & 

DON . HAL DRAPER. GORDON HASKILL, ARCHIE from Newark, 
the I ~| fellow I had met previously at the 

youth affair in Washington, N, J._ also ANNE, who_ I 
ha d met at the same time and understood she was married 
to | I, BERNIE and BOB from San Francisco, OSCAR, 

from Detroit, J. D__ or J.B, also a delegate from Detroit 
who is very active in the U.A.W. and has appeared on 
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"T.V. and Radio as a spokesman for the U.A.W. 

"There was one colored girl there as a delegate but as 
she had nothing to say I could not acertain which branch 
she belonged to. The only other colored person there was 
a spectator, see note 1. Another female delegate named 
HELEN, no branch known, JOE a delegate from New York, 

JULES, I believe he was one of the challenged delegates 
from Los Angelese, a fellow and his wife who use d to be - 
long to t he W.P. bran ch in Phila_ and lived with I I 

|on | L he worked at I I 

| there. Another* fellow from Readings Pa._ named HERB 
wKn sen ds his children to the same summer camp as the 

Is. Another delegate from Newark, rather an alter- 
nate, DEBBIE MEIR and SAUL BERG of Chicago_ also_ see 
note 1. MAX VJEINTRIB and HELEN HILLYER of Chicago. 

"Note 1. HELEN, turned out to be HELEN HILLYER of Chicago. 

"Note 2. The following portion of this report is a de- 
scription of those persons present other than 
the following, SCHACTMANN , GATES, MARTIN, 
HARRINGTON, HALL, FENWICK, DIAMOND, WOLLOD, 
DAVIDSON, CARNERs, MC BRIDE, DRAPER, HASKELL, 
and ARCHIE 



"HELEN, about l 1 orl 
light brow n hair,| 
aboutl lib. 



"HELEN & DON. 

1 yea rs old, slender build, 

|, blue eyes , fair complection. 



"HELEN formerly belonged to the Phila. Branch of the 

Youth duri ng the day of the W, P. about 19| | she attended 

| . I believe she is married to DON. 

"DON, about | | years old, I | weight about a dark 
wavey hair, brown eyes, fair complection, medium build, 
do not recall him as ever being around the movement. 

They attended all sessions of convention, do not know 
wether they are at present members of the Inague or 
sympathizers, do not know their present or past adress . 
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*1 L Height I I weight about lb age about 

I I, last met him at youth gathering in wasnington__ N, J._ 
1956 . at that time he told me he had been educated at ~ 

| 1 and that he was living in N. Y. and was unemployed. 

He said at that time he was working with the Youth but was 
a member of the N. Y, Branch of the did not get 

opportunity to talk to him during this convention. 

"ANNE. 

"ANNE is about ! ~ weight about I I age early ! I , 

light brown hair , 1 I, me id urn build. I met her at 

the Youth conference in 1956 at Washington^ N. J._ and at 



that time I was ei- 
she was married to 



got the impression that 
I am not sure, but think 



she represented N. Y. as a delegate, 

"BERNIE. 



"BERNIE, about ! l or I I, I |_ weight about I ) light 
brown hair, blue eyes, light complectlon solid build, 
appears to be wel l educated, from his co nversation I be- 
lieve he work in | I. he was a dele- 
gate from S.f 7_ his wire is r roml l and they .just 

returned from a visit to | ~1 

before attending conventi on, u II 

He i s acquai nted with the I I s through the fact that 

when l ^ I went to S.F, in 56 as a delegate to the 
N.A.A,C_P. convention she made it her buisness to con- 
tact him. 



"BOB, 

"BOB also was a delegate from S.F, but he stated that he 
had been transfered to N. Y. It was not made clear 
wether the co. he works for made this transfer or wether 
the i.S.L, had made it. 



"BOB appears to b e in his early ! L he is about ! I 

weight about I ^ slender build, sparse black hair, blue 
eyes, very pale complection he also appears to be well 
educated . 
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"OSCAR. 



"Met O SCAR about is l I when he came to Phila. with 
Isince then he has been living and working ii 



I since then he has been living and working in 
Detroit, Mich.__ he was not a delegate just a party member 
who visited the convention. 



"He is about OlZZL weight about 
black hair, brown eyes, I 



very thin 



"J. B. or J. D, 

"see Note 2 J«B__ or J,D,__ I am not certain which last 

initial is correc t, was a delegate fro m Det roit. He is 
aboutl years old .1 I weight about I I. brown eyes. 



"Note 2. There are seven members in the Detroit branchy 
they are all active in the U.A.W. and are known 
as Rutherites in the Local unions, they are 
trade union activist_Jand play no political 
role in Detroit. ~ 

"Colored Girl. 

"This colored girl was the only colored delegate present^ 
she had nothing to say all during the sessions and_ ” 
therefore__ it was difficult to acortain what branch she 
represented. 



"She was about I yrs. old^ 
she had black hair, brown e: 



__ weight aboutl 

light tan complec 



"Colored Man. 

"The only other colored person there was definitly a ne- 
gro, he was not a delegate but a visitor. I do not know 
if he was even a party member. 



"He was about[_ 
slender build. 



old. I | weight about I I very 
I and was very dark complected. 
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“He resembled 
much. 



of the Johnsdnite sect, very 



"HELEN HILLYER 



"HELE N HILLYER, delegat e from Chicago, about 
L light b rown hair, I 

1 had | I Diue eves .1 

light complected very thin. 



rs old . 



Delegate f 
wgt. about 



"JOE. Delegate^ N.Y.C. 

f rom N .Y.C. about I l or | ~1_ hgt. about 

tl I Dark "brown wavy hair, brown eyes, 
I, stocky build, good looking^ 



fair complection. 

"JUIES. 

"JULES, about l I or I I, hgt. I | wgt_ about black 

curly hair, brown eyes, slender build, “"could not determine 
wether he was from Pittsburg^ or Chicago. 

"Man & Wife. 

"This isl land wife, he was at the convention 



"This is| |and wif e x he was at the convention 

as a visitor. I believe he is a member of the N. Y. 
branch. 

"HERB. 

"HERB, a visitor from Read ing Pa . a league sympathizer, 

he is accquainted with the | s sends his ch ildren to 

the same sum mer c amp_ He is aboutl I years old. I I 
weight about ' ETUI brown eyes, | | 

\ he is an old timer with many connections in 
the S.W.P, and the I.S.L. 

"Delegate from Newark. 

"This man was an alternate delegate from Newark who at- 
tempted to speak on the U. S. resolution but was ruled 
ine legible this caused a great controversy which was 
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"resolved when the convention delegates over ruled the 
chair and permitted him to adress the convention, he 
spoke for the minority. 



"This man was aboiifcJ__U 

hair, grey eyes,| 

well built, fair complected. 



weht about 



3 blond 
tall 



"IRV. 



RV, re sident of N.Y.C, 
1 hgt I I w«ht.l 

ie housing committee. 



the ’village, 1 about 
|, brown eyes. 

He was a member of 



"DEBBIE MEIR, PAUL BERG and MAX WEINTRAUB 

it I could not see DEBBIE MEIR when she spoke as she was 
sitting on the left side of the hall, the same side I 
was on and a door in the wall, kept open to insure cir 
culation, blocked my view. 

"I moved to other side of room but. she had finished 
speaking and sat down among some other women. I then 
went out into corrider and stood by open door to try 
to spot her or perhaps hear some one speak to her but 
failed . 

"PAUL BERG & MAX WEINTRIB. 

"I am sure that these two acted as chairmen during 
various sessions but I could not distinguish which 
was which therefore^ I hesitate to identify either. 



Copies of this report have been designated to offices 
represented at the convention. Copies for individuals were desig- 
nated on the basis of descriptive data furnished. 

Offices desiring further identification of individuals 
attending the convention should furnish photographs for display 
to I I. 
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Extreme caution should be utilized in reporting this in- 
formation to fully protect informants identity. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



TO : 


SAC, NEW YORK 


(100-4013) 


FROM : 


SAC, BOSTON 


(100-442) 


SUBJECT: 


SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 



INTERNAL SECURITY - SUP 







Reference Boston letter dated June 24, 1957. 



who has furnished reliable information in 
the past/ ana wnose' identity must be protected, on June 20, 1957, 
furnished his final report concerning the SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY'S 
National Convention held May 31 through June 2, 1957, at New York 
City, including in this report specific detail regarding the 
various convention sessions, outlines of which are set forth in 
referenced letter. Informant's report is located in Boston File 
and in part is as follows: 



b2 

b7D 



AVS/mmj : act : 1mm 

(77) 

35 - New York (REGISTERED MAIL) 



100-4013 
100-59096 
IOO-7388 
100-60274 
100-59476 
100-88074 
100-26400 
100-79299 
100-84588 
100 - 
100 - 
100 - 



' ( SUP ) 



~T ) , 



IT 



V 



? 



b6 

b7C 



(UNSUB: r 



1 - 100 - 



( ATTEMPTS OF CP, USA, 
FORM A BROAD SOCIALI 
ORGANIZATION) 



cc's continued next page 




% 



0 



BS 100-442 



cc's continued 



New York 
1 - 
4 - 



100 - 

100 - 



1 - 100 - 






100 - 
100 - 
100 - 
100 - 
100 - 
100 - 
100 - 
1 - 10Q- 
1 - 100 - 
1 - 100 - 
1 - 100 - 
1 - 100 - 
■1 - 100 - 
1 - 100 - 
1 - 100 - 



b6 

b7C 






J 



CP, USA, AND PERTINENT 
SUBDIVISIONS ) 

(AMERICAN FORUM FOR SOCIALIST 
EDUCATION ) > 

ISL) 

MAX SHACKTMAN) 

YSL) 

UNSUB: YSL Leader, NYC) 

:o t t * * 

I II — A / ajrf^r y T 



nan 






ZD 



(UNSUB: 



- Buffalo (REGISTERED MAIL) 
1 - 100-6516 



1 - 100 - 

1 - 100 - 

1 - 100 - 

1 - 100 - 



SWP ) 
RAM 



ONSUB : I 

possibly^ 



■tfiUSM 



(LN'o ) ) 



- Chicago (REGISTERED MAIL) 
1 - 65-645 (SWP) 

1 - 100 - 

1 - 100 - 



s vitr-) 

(FNU) I D 
howardmEy 



hew) 



5 - Cleveland (REGISTERED MAIL) 

1 - 100-1012 (SWP) 

1 -. 100- (TEDiDOSTEL) 



1 - 100 - 

1 - - 100 - 

1 - 100 - 



( LNU ) ) 



f (Pi 



(pM) 



cc's continued next page 



- 2 - 



0 



0 



BS 100-442 



cc’s continued 



5 - Detroit (REGISTERED MAIL) 
1 - 100-1334 (SWP) 

1 - 100 - 
1 - 100 - 
1 - 100 - 
1 - 100 - 



II 



]) 



7 



2 



Los Angeles (REGISTERED MAIL) 
1 - 100-17375 (SWP) 

1 - 100- (ARMR SWAKRCK 

1 - 100 - . 

1 i. 100- (UNSUB : I 



1 - 100- (CP-6RdAMIZAM0M) 

1 - 100- (CP -MEMB ERSHIP ) 

1 - 100- (UNSUB.: | 



Milwaukee (REGISTERED MAIL) 
1 - 100-7313 (SWP) 

1 - 100 - 



t 



3 - Minneapolis (REGISTERED MAIL) 

1 - 100-1246 (SWP.) 

1 >- 100- (R. V. DUNNE) 

1 - 100- (HENRY SCHULTZ) 



2 - Newark (REGISTERED MAIL) 

1 - 100-1984 (SWP) 

1 -*100- j p 

1 - Philadelphia (REGISTERED MAIL) 
1 - 100-2036 (SWP ) 



]) 



1 - Pittsburgh (REGISTERED MAIL) 

1 - 100-662 (SWP) 

1 - San Francisco (REGISTERED MAIL) 
1, - 61-380 (SWP) 



cc's continued next page 



- 3 - 




o 



o 



BS 100-442 
cc's continued 




- 4 - 




BS 100-442 
AVS :1mm 



TABLE OP CONTENTS 



Pages 

CONVENTION SESSION #1 . 5-15 

Opening of Convention., Rules and Procedure, 

Election of Presidium and "Recording" 

Secretaries 5 

Arrangement and Credential Committees' Reports. . . 6 

Nominations Committee Report. ... 7-8 

Political Report - P. Dobbs . . 8-11 

Minority Report #1 - S. Marcy 11-13 

Minority Report #2 - A. Pox 14-15 



CONVENTION SESSION #2 15-21 

Introduction 15-16 

Delegates in Favor of Minority Report #1 16-18 

Delegates in Favor of Political Report 18-19 

Minority Report #1 Summary ............ 19 

Political Resolution Summary. ...... 19-20 

Vote on Minority Report #1 and Political 

Resolution 20 

Vote on Minority Report #2 21 



CONVENTION SESSION #3 21-25 

Introduction 21 

P.C. Resolution on "Negro Question" - G. Breitman . 21-24 

Minority Report on "Negro Question" - R, Frazer . , 24-25 



CONVENTION SESSION #4 26-29 

Introduction 26 

Delegates in Favor of P.C. Resolution on "Negro 

•Question" ...... 26-27 

Delegates in Favor of Minority Report on "Negro 

Question" * 27-28- 

Minority Report Summation - R., Frazer ....... 28-29 

Majority Report Summation - G» Breitman ...... 29-30 

Vote on Minority and Majority Reports, "Negro 

Question" . 30 

Motion re Minority Report and Announcements .... 31 



- 4A - 



o 



o 




BS 100-442 
AVS :1mm 



TABLE OF CONTENTS (Continued) 



CONVENTION SESSION #5 ..... 

Introduction . . . 

"Regroupment " and "Campaign Against Stalinism" - 
F. Dobbs - 

American Forum for Socialist Education . . . 

SP-SDF i ISL; YSL 

SUC > ' American Socialist, " "Regroupment 

and "Campaign Against Stalinism Programs. 
"Campaign Against Stalinism" Summary and 
future Orientation ........... 

Delegates Discussion on Dobbs Report . . 

Conclusions ..... ... 



Pages 

32-40 

32 



33-37 

33 



34 



35 

36 
37-39 
39-40 



CONVENTION SESSION #7 41 

' Personnel . . . . 41 



CONVENTION SESSION #8 42-50 

Introduction and Delegates Discussion on 

Dobbs Report (Continued) ..... 42 

Acceptance by Delegates of Dobbs Report ...... 43 

Organizational Report - T. Kerry ......... 43-46 

Delegates Discussion on Kerry's Report ...... 46-47 

Delegates Vote on Kerry's Report 47 

Presentation of N.C. and Alternate N.C. candidates. 47-49 



CONVENTION SESSION #9 49-52 

Report on Trotskyist International - D. Roberts ♦ . 49-51 

Convention Summary and Announcements . . 51-52 



- 4B - 



o 



o 



BS 100-442 
AVS :lrcm 



NAME INDEX 



Page No. 



ALVIN, MILTON 

BARBARIA; PRANK 

BOLTON, JAMES. ...... 

BRAVERMANj HARRY 
BREITMAN, GEORGE . . . . . 

CANNON, JAMES P . 

CHESTER; ANNE 

CHESTER ; ROBERT 

COCHRAN, BERT 

COWLEY, JOYCE* 

DECK; BERT 

DEE (fnu) ....... 

DOBBS ; FARRELL 

DOSTEL ; TED ....... 

DUNNE, R.V. o 

FEINBERG; CARL ...... 

FOX ; ART ........ 

FRAZER; RICHARD 

GREY (COPELAND) ; VINCENT 

HALSTEAD, FRED 

HANSEN; ALAN 

HANSEN; JOSEPH 

HIMMEL; ROBERT 

JAMES, FRANCES 

KAYE; CLARA 

KERRY; TOM 

KLEIN, IZZY 

LOVELL, FRANK 

MANN; ANN . 

MARCY; SAM 

MAYHEW; HOWARD 

MORGAN, TOM 

PREIS , ART 

RING , HARRY 

ROBBINS, HAROLD .... 

ROBERTS, DAN » 

SEALANDER, TED ..... 



47 

48 

38.41.48 
35 

23., 29,47, 

5,28,41,47,49,51 

48 

18.42.47 
35 

48 

27.48 
27 

5.8.19.30.32.33.47 

5.17.32.38.48 

5.48 
48 

8.14.21.38.48 

24.28.29.30.38.41.48 

17.38.48 
48 

48 

47 

37 

27.42.47.48 

48 

5.18.43.47.49 
18,26,37 , 

5.18.27.42.47 

38 

8.11.19.20.48 

27.37.48 
48 

48 

41.48 

38.48 

37.48.49 
48 



- 4c - 




o 



o 



BS 100-442 
AVS :1mm 



NAME INDEX (Continued) 



Page No, 



SCHULTZ; HENRY . . . 
SCHULTZ; DOROTHY . . 
SHACHTMAN; MAX . . . 
SHARON; ART .... 

SHAW; RITA 

SHURTOFF, MORRIS . . 
SIMON, JEAN .... 
STEIN; MORRIS . . . 
STEIN, SYLVIA . . . 
SWABECK; ARNE . . . 
TABOR; JOHN .... 
TRAINOR ; AUGUSTA . . 
TRAINOR, LAWRENCE . 
WARDE ; WILLIAM . . . 
WEISS; DAVID .... 
WEISS; MURRY .... 
WEISS ; MYRA TANNER . 
WEISSMAN ; CONNIE FARR 
WEISSMAN ; GEORGE . 



34 

48 

48 

48 

18.26.37.48 ’ 

5.18.48 
48 

5.7.18.31.38.47.48 
31 

7 

8,9,21,38,41,47 

48 

48 

5.18.38.41.48 

18.38.41.48 

6.48 

26.48 



AL (lnu) , . 
BOB (lnu). . 
DEEDRA (lnu) 
PETE (lnu) . 



37,49 

18,26,38 

17 

38 



Unsub Negro, male, 28-30, toured South, . 27 

Unsub - Negro, male, mid 20‘s, Buffalo 

Branch ............. 18 

Unsub -Negro, female, 22-24, Los Angeles 

Branch ..... 28 

Unsub - White, female, Seattle Branch. ... 28 

Unsub -Negro, female, 20' s, Los Angeles 

Branch ' 38 

Unsub - Middle-aged female ........ 46 



- 4d - 



o 



o 



BS 100-442 



I. SESSION #1 

This session held at Wortermann 1 s Hall, 3d Avenue at 
16th Street, New York City, on Friday, May 31* 1957* from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. , was chaired by TOM KERRY, the SWP's Organizational 
Secretary, and attended by approximately 200 to 225 individuals. 

A. Opening of 17th S.W.P. National Convention - DOBBS 

FARRELL DOBBS, the S.W.P. 's National Secretary, formally 
opened this 3 -day National Convention by extending to all 
Party Delegates, Alternates, Visitors and invited guests a hearty 
welcome from the personnel of the S.W.P. 's National Headquarters 
and New York City* Local . 

A very brief speech of no particular significance. 

B. 17th Convention Rules and Proceedure - TOM KERRY or 
FARRELL DOBBS 



Either DOBBS or KERRY briefly reviewed the "rules" and 
"proceedure" to be followed during this .17th S.W.P. Convention. 

Convention Delegates and Alternates we re asked to refer 
to the material in their folders for additional information 
>qr, an explanation of these "rules" and "proceedure". 

C. Election of Presidium - 12 - SWABECK 



The Convention Delegates formally approved the 
recommendation of ARNE SWABECK, "Old Guard", SWP leader, N.C. member, 
currently assigned to the Los Angeles Bra.nch, that the Convention 
Presidium be comprised of one representative each from Illinois, 
Minnesota, Washington, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Michigan, and two 
representatives from New York and California. Included among 
those individuals on the Presidium were : JAMES P. CANNON; FARRELL 

DOBBS; TOM KERRY; MORRIS STEIN; MURRY WEISS; ARNE SWABECK; R. V. 
DUNNE; TED. DOSTEL, and F. LOVELL. 

Nomination and Election of Convention "Recording" Secretaries 



SWABECK requested the Convention Delegates to nominate 
3 or 4 S.W.P. members present to serve as "recording" 
secretaries at the various sessions to follow. 
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Note: 

The major task of a "recording" secretary at a Convention 
session is to operate and to observe the tape recorder v/hich 
tape records just about every word uttered from the Convention 
rostrum. 

After much unexplainable difficulty, the Delegates 
finally nominated a maximum of 4 "recording" secretaries, 
whom the Delegates quickly and unanimously elected to that 
post. 



Among the 4, the only one known by this writer was 
CONNIE PARR ( WBISSMAN) . wife of GEORGE W EISSMAN, JR. and 



the mother of[ 
marriage . 



by a previous 



be 

b7C 



D. Report of Arrangements Committee 

"Arrangements Committee" comprised of S.V/.P. personnel 
from Manhattan and Brooklyn Branches of the New York City 
Local . 

The "Arrangements Committee" responsible for registration 
of all S.V/.P. personnel and invited guests attending the 
Convention. 

Also, for housing or hotel accomodations for all Convention 
personnel, for providing information on restaurants, 
entertainment, etc., and for the needs of Convention personnel 
at all Convention sessions. 

E. Report of Credentials Committee 

"Credentials Committee" also comprised of S.V/.P. members 
assigned to the 2 branches of the New York City Local. 

The "Credentials Committee" allegedly is responsible for 
issuing and checking the Credentials of Convention Delegates 
and Alternates, ascertaining the identity of all Convention 
personnel and issuing necessary materials (folder) to 
Delegates and Alternates. 

The Credentials of Branch elected Convention Delegates, in 
duplicate, are mailed to the branches about 3 weeks prior to the 
Convention . 
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As soon as the various branches elect their Convention 
Delegates, the Secretary-Treasurer fills out both copies of 
the "Credentials", mails one copy to the S.W.P.'s National 
Headquarters and gives the second copy to the elected Delegate 
to be used to identify him as the duly-authorized branch 
representative at the opening session or upon registering for 
the Convention. 

If correctly recalled, a TOM KERRY "Convention" 
communication requested S.W.P. Branches to return the N.O. 
copy of the Delegate's "Credentials" to National Headquarters 
not later than 5/20/57. 

F. Report of Nominations Committee - ARNE SWABECK 



The' "Nominations Committee" is comprised of at least 

1 branch-elected Convention Delegate from each of the 18 
S.W.P. Branches. The exact composition of the remainder 

of the "Nominations Committee" is not known to this x-jriter. 

• • . r a, l ■ ' I' ‘ : ' • ' ; ' d-. 

SWABECK requested that each branch select one of its 
Convention Delegates as. its representative on the "Nominations 
Committee", which would meet briefly at the close of this 
Convention Session #1. SWABECK added that the "Nominations 
Committee" at this 17th Convention would attempt to nominate 
all candidates for the S.W.P.'s new National Committee (both 
"Members" and "Alternates") at one session, reportedly 
scheduled to take place on Saturday evening, 6/1/51 3 during 
the period alloted fpr the 3 panels. 

Although neither J. CHRISTIANSON nor A. M. TRAINOR, the 

2 "delegates" from the Boston Branch, wanted the "Nominations 
Committee" assignment, A. M. TRAINOR capitulated sooner and 
begrudgingly accepted the task which consists of listening 

to from 50 to 60 talks on the qualifications of various 
candidates for the N.C.; then discussing the qualifications 
of each ofbthe N.C. nominees with the other members of the 
Nominations Committee and then voting either to submit or 
reject each individual nomination. 

Note: 



The Reports of the Arrangements, .Credentials and 
Nominations Committees at the start of the Convention are 
mere formalities with the contents of the reports lost in 
the noise, general confusion, seating of personnel and cross- 
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conversations, which drown out and defeat the efforts of 
the speakers on the rostum to make themselves heard and 
understood by the few who might be trying to listen to 
them. 



Therefore, this writer's above comments on the Reports 
of the "Arrangements 11 , "Credentials" and "Nominations" 
Committees at this 1st session of the 17 th Convention are 
"generalizations" pertaining to the functions of these 
Committees rather than a factual account of the contents 
of the Reports, which were both brief and extremely difficult 
to hear and to understand from this writer's "vantage" point 
in the "Visitors" section at the rear of the hall. 

In fact, the uproar in the section assigned to the 
Convention Delegates and Alternates at the front of the 
hall, was so great that L. P. TRAINOR, Boston Branch 
Alternate, escaped to the "Visitors" section, which, in 
comparison was quiet and less confused and anticipating 
’ the eventual end to the pandemonium, which continued 
through the 45 minutes required to complete the above 
agenda items in the 1 st session. 

G. "Political Report" (P.C. Draft Resolution) by FARRELL DOBBS 

The DOBBS' address, representing the "official" S.W.P. 
Majority political orientation, was extremely brief and was 
completed in much less time than the 60 minutes alloted to 
the National Secretary for his presentation. 

DOBBS, after concluding this address, stated that he 
would utilize the 30 minutes due him during his rebuttal 
address, if it should become necessary, in order to answer 
satisfactorily any charges which might be made by either 
or both of the 2 Minority speakers, SAM MARCY and/or "ARTIE" 
FOX (AP). 

(Agents Note: 

According to informant, the initials- AP are those used 
by F0X;when writing articles in SWP publications.) 

The DOBBS "Political Report" was a summarized account 
of the contents of the P.C. Draft Resolution on the S.W.P. 's 
proposed political orientation for the coming period. 
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This P.C. "Political" Resolution and its contents were 
based on the discussions and decisions reached by the National 
Committee Majority at the N.C. Plenums of 5/56 and 12/56. 

This DOBBS’ "Political Report" of 5/31/57 followed the 
same pattern of similar "Political Reports" presented at the 
15th Convention in 7/52 and the 16th Convention of 11/54. 

This 1957 DOBBS "Political Report" followed exactly 
the pattern set in the P.C.'s Draft' Resolution, thus 
detracting from its importance as a significant Convention 
Report . 

There was nothing controversial about the DOBBS Report 
and/or the P.C. Resolution, since neither recommended any 
major change in the S.W.P.'s political orientation for the 
coming period. 

One- minor change, if it can be interpreted as such, was 
emphasized and explained by DOBBS. 

This minor change, which ROBES recommended- be inserted 
in the P.C. Draft Resolution, concerned the S.W.P.'s "Campaign 
against Stalinism" and might have been suggested originally 
by L. P. TRAINOR to his N.C. colleagues at the 5/30/57 N.C. 
pre -Convention Plenum, since it recommended the step-up of 
the S.W.P.'s propaganda campaign against the American 
Stalinist leadership', which TRAINOR had set forth at a 5/57 
weekly meeting of the S.W.P.'s Boston Branch. 

DOBBS, in his 5/31/57 Report, recommended that the 
Convention Delegates vote to insert this "stepped-up 
propaganda attack, in coming issues of 'The Militant' 
against the American Stalinist Bureaucracy" as part of 
the S.W.P.'s "Campaign against Stalinism" orientation 
for the coming period. 

This stepped - up propaganda attack against the American 
Stalinist Bureaucracy' is aimed at awakening rank and file 
Stalinists to the truth about their corrupt and opportunistic 
leaders,, thus forcing the rank and file Stalinists either 
to rid the CP of its leaders or to quit the CP themselves 
with the hope that they (rank and file Stalinists) can be 
recruited into the S.W.P. 
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The DOBBS "Political Report" featured the N.C. Majority's 
up-to-date analysis of the international political scene today, 
which differed slightly, if at all, from the same analysis 
reported by MURRY WEISS at the l6th S.W.P. Convention in 
Chicago in 11/54. 

According to FARRELL DOBBS: 

1. C apitalism vs Socialism - This continuing death- 
itruggle between the 2 social orders is the key to 
each and every incident taking place today on the 
international political scene. 

2. Capitalism's survival - attributed to the treachery 
of" Ihte rnat i onal Stalinism, 

3. Balance of power - now lost forever to World 
capitalism, is currently in the hands of the 
Soviet bloc. 

4. C apitalism ' s dec ay - since World War II has been 
accelerated by the colonial revolutions. 

5. Statism - its application has created n ew 
contradictions rather than having solved the 
old ones for World Capitalism. 

6. Capitalism's chief problem - exporting capital, 
prevented' by the rising tide of colonial revolutions. 

7. World War III - despite its potential consequences, 
will be utilized to prevent the collapse of the 
Capitalist system. 

8. United Nations - no deterent to World War III. 

9. Class Struggl e - American working class is trade 
union conscious but not politically conscious. Class 
struggle in U, S. will erupt when American Capitalists 

attack trade unions to subjugate workers in new crisis. 

& 

10. Negro Q uest ion - linked with working class in class 
struggle. Negro struggle for equality more acute 
rather than solved by desegregation as it exists 
-today. 
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11. Stalinism - responsible for prolonging the life of 
the 'Capitalist System and for postponing completion 
of the Permanent Revolution. 

12. Stalinism's role in Poland - suppressed revolt of Polish 
working class. 

13. Stalinism's role in Hungary - a counter-revolutionary 
force utilizing the Red Army to thwart the Hungarian 
Revolution. 

14. S.W.P.'s orie n tation in Hungary - full support of 
Hungarian worTcing class and the Hungarian Revolution 
against Stalinism and the Red Army. 

(The major basis of dissent against the P.C. Resolution 
by the Marcyite faction) 

15. S.W.P. ' s or ienta tion in Pola nd - full support of Polish 
v/orking class against "suppression by counter-revolutionary 
Stalinism. 

16. The Chines e Quest io n - S.W.P. to continue to regard 
China as a^ds formed" workers state and to continue 
to give "critical support" to Stalinist regime of Mao 
Tse Tung. 

17. Negro Qu estion - S.W.P. orientation continues on its 
course o?' —II prc -desegregation" . 

18. Conclusion - "Regroupment 11 - S.W.P. orientation calls 
for continued cooperation with other Left-Wing groups 
towards "Socialist - re -groupment "in the U.S. 

This concluded the "Political Report" of the S.W.P. 

Majority by DOBBS. 

H. Minority Report #1 by SAM MARCY 



SAM MARCY, Organizer of the’ S.W.P. 's Buffalo Branch, is 
the top leader of a Minority group within the ’'S.W.P. which 
is comprised of 100$ of the membership of the Buffalo Branch 
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plus the great majority of the members of the Youngstown 
Branch. The remaining 16 branches report no support 
whatsoever for the Marcyite opposition, described by DOBBS, 

himself, as a "loyal Minority" discounting for the time 

being at least, any potential factional struggle within the 
S.W.P. 

/ 

The Marcyite tendency within the S.Y7.P. dates back to 
the l4th S.W.P. National Convention in 1948 when it opposed 
the P . C . 1 s "political orientation 11 by advocating support of 
HENRY Y7ALLACE and the Progressive Party in the 1948 national 
elections. 

Immediately following the 15th National Convention in 
1952, the Marcyites again opposed the P.C.'s orientation, 
stating their own position in the S.W.P. internal document 
entitled "The Global War". 

Now, the Hungarian and Polish Events of 1956-1957 have 
reactivated the alv/ays organized Marcyite group, which 
currently opposes the P.C.'s analysis of the recent events 
having taken place in Hungary and Poland. Thus, the Marcyites' 
views on these events are expressed by SAM MARCY at this 
17th Convention in this Minority Report #1. 

According to SAM MARCY: 

1. The events in Hungary described as "counter- 
revolutionary" rather than "revolutionary" acts 
by counter-revolutionary forces. 

2. The present regime in Hungary is a bourgeois 
regime, the executive committee of a reorganized 
capitalist class. The goal of this new regime is 
to rid Hungary of the Red Army and to establish 
economic relations with the Y/est. 

3. The previous regime (Hungarian Stalinists), a deformed 
workers state, had seized the state power from the 
Bourgeoisie but had failed to destroy the latter as 
such. 

4. Therefore, the Stalinist Bureaucracy alone is 
responsible for the massacre of Hungarian workers 
during the subsequent events. 
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5. But, the Stalinist Bureaucracy in Hungary represents 
the Left in the class struggle as compared to the 
orientations of other political groupings there. 

6. The Stalinist Bureaucracy, through the Red Army 

attacked the Hungarian workers , allowing the 
bourgeoisie to rally support of all classes. Then, 
the Stalinists attempted to persuade the Hungarian 
workers to fight against the class enemy, the forces 
of the bourgeoisie and failed. 

7. The Marcyites oppose the P.C. position also with 
regard to the role of the Workers Councils in the 
Hungarian Events. 

Workers Councils lacked new and revolutionary 
leadership necessary to be progressive. 

The composition of Workers Councils still not known 
but if comprised of 10C$ working class elements. 
Councils without proper leadership, like those in 
Hungary, could move in a "counter-revolutionary" 
direction as they did do. 

Therefore, the Marcyite grouping opposes the 
P.C.'s Resolution with regard to the latter's 
full support of the actions taken by the Hungarian 
Workers Councils. 

The Marcyites hold the Workers Councils responsible 
for defending bourgeois interests over those- of the 
Workers, illustrated by the Councils' failure to 
demand a "proletarian dictatorship". 

8. In conclusion, Marcyite support of the Stalinist 
Bureaucracy lies in the Marcyite analysis that the 
Red Army, not the Hungarian working class was 
defending the deformed workers state during the 
events portrayed . 

MARCY, alloted 60 minutes to present his Minority Report, 
took that entire period. 
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I. "Minority Report” #2 by "ARTIE" FOX (A.P.) 

"ARTIE" FOX (A.P.) of the S.W.P.'s Detroit Branch, the 
only known ex- Johns onite to retain membership in the American 
Trotskyist Party, represents a one-man Minority in opposition 
to the Majority on the Chinese Question only. 

As a result, FOX was alloted 45 minutes to present his 
views on the S.W.P.'s political orientation in a 2nd Minority 
Report at this 17th National Convention. 

FOX, steeped in the political orientations and theories 
of the former Johnson -Forrest tendency which quit the S.W.P. 
in 1951, has been at odds with the Majority's political . 
orientation on several occasions in the intervening period. 

However, the FOX position has aroused little or no 
support either in Detroit or in other S.W.P. branches and 
despite his frequent political differences with the Majority, 
FOX has remained, and, is regarded as a loyal minority within 
the S.W.P. 



According to Fox in "Minority Report # 2 " : 

1. Basically, FOX opposes the Majority's interpretation 
of the Mao Tse-tung regime in Red China and the 
nature of the state itself as a "degenerated workers 
state" under the leadership of an un-reformed Stalinist 
C.C.P. (Chinese Communist Party) with counter- 
revolutionary petty-bourgeois elements included. 

Such a leadership as the Mao Tse-tung regime, as 
described by FOX, is incapable of advancing in Red 

China to the next step of the Permanent Revolution 

the dictatorship of tfee proletariat. 

2. FOX contends that the Mao Tse-tung regime is comprised 
of petty-bourgeois elements with a capitalist class, 
not’ a working class orientation and that the nature 

of the Chinese state is "state -capitalism" defined as 
the final stage of Capitalism in which the capitalist - 
oriented petty bourgeoisie applies counter-revolutionary 
measures to the rising tide of pressures from the masses 
to the time of the final total collapse of capitalist 
control . 
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3. POX further criticized the Majority's position on 
the basis that it applies the steps and conclusions 
of the theory of "Permanent Revolution" to the 
Chinese state irrationally and unrealistically, thus 
giving revolutionary content to counter-revolutionary 
moves . 

4. In China, the working class does not control the 
state apparatus and, therefore, its definition by 
the Majority as a "workers state", is a fallacy. 

5. The missing factor, according to POX, is the 
revolutionary vanguard. The ingredient necessary 
to fulfill the historical role of the working class, 
the seizure of the state apparatus from the Bureaucracy 
and the establishment of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat . 

6. FOX concluded that nationalized economy without 
working class control of the state apparatus is - 
still Capitalism. . "State Capitalism".. 

7. POX's "Minority Report $2" also expressed differences 
with the Majority's interpretation of the Hungarian 
Events — differences along lines similar to the 
ones he holds on the Chinese Question. 



II. SESSION #2 

This session held at V/ortermann' s Ilall, 3d Avenue at 
16th Street, New York City, from 3:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. on Friday, 
May 31, 1957, Chairman unknown, attended by approximately 225 . 

A. Introduction 

At this 2nd of 3 sessions on the first day of this 17th 
S.U.P. National Convention, a near-maximum attendance was 
on hand to hear 'the Buffalo and Youngstown Branch personnel 
defend SAM MARCY's "Minority" Report #1 against the "Delegates" 
supporting the P.C. Resolution and its interpretation of the • 
1956-1957 Hungarian Events. 
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The lunch period between the 1st and 2nd sessions 
had been brief in order to keep the over-all Convention 
Agenda as close to its original schedule as possible. 

So many of the "Delegates" participated in this 
discussion* that this writer has no conception of the 
exact number. 

Without question* it can be .stated - that those "Delegates" 
supporting the "P.C. Resolution" far outnumbered those of the 
Marcyite tendency* since the latter was limited to the 
number of Delegates alloted to the Buffalo and Youngstown 
Branches. 

At the beginning of this discussion* each Delegate 
was alloted 10 minutes to express his views from the rostrum. 

At 5:00 p.m,* after 2 solid hours, it became necessary 
to limit the remaining "Delegates"* who wished to speak on 
this subject, to 5 minutes each. Despite this limitation* 
the parade of Delegates to the rostrum continued through a 
3-rd hour. 

On the basis of elapsed time per Delegate* plus the 
length of time consumed by this discussion* this writer 
estimates that a total of 25 Convention Delegates participated 
with, -about 10 of the Buffalo and Youngstown Delegates 
supporting the "Marcyite Report" and about 15 Delegates from 
the remaining -16 Branches and the N.O. supporting the P.C. 
Resolution. 

In general* the comments made by the 25 speakers 
adhered to the contents either of the DOBBS Report or of the 
MARCY Report presented in Session #1. 

In order to present as complete a picture as possible 
of this 2nd session* below will be listed the names of the 
known "Delegates" who spoke from the rostrum during this 
3-hour discussion, not in the order of their appearance, 
but, rather* grouped according to which of the 2 "political 
reports" each one supported. 

B. "Delegates" Speaking for the "Marcyite Report" 

(Minority Report #1 ) 
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In general, the following list of "Delegates" supported 
the Marcy contention that the Hungarian workers fought on the 
side of the counter-revolutionary forces in the recent 
Hungarian uprising and that the Stalinist -Bureaucracy and 
the Red Army were not entirely to blame for suppressing the 
Hungarian workers since it was the Bureaucracy and the Red 
Army (its instrument of suppression} which acted as the 
defender of Hungary's deformed workers state — the Hungarian 
regime ousted in the uprising. 

1. VINCENT GREY (COPELAND) - MARCY' s 2nd-in-command in 

the Buffalo Branch and in 
the Marcyite tendency itself, 
effectively and emotionally 
defended MARCY 's contentions, 
vehemently argued against 
the fallacies in the P.C. 
Resolution and drew the 
largest and loudest response 
from the audience of all 25 
speakers. Although COPELAND 
is from Buffalo, he still 
might be assigned to the N.O, 
This writer cannot definitely 
state whether or not COPELAND 
has been re-assigned to the 
Buffalo Branch from the N.O. 



2 . 



3. 



TED DOSTEL - Youngstown Branch Organizer and Youngstown 
leader of the Marcyite tendency, also 
vocally portrayed his serious support of 
and belief in the interpretation of the 
Hungarian events set forth during 
Session #1 by SAM MARCY. 



DEEDRA - The year old daughter of Trotskyists’, 

who has been a m embe r of the S.W.P. since 
she was at least I j years of age, illustrated 
the speakers ‘talents for which all Buffalo 
Branch members are noted, with a stirring 
defense of the Marcyite position and a 



seathing attack against the contents of the 
DOBBS report. 



b6 

b7C 
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4. (N ) (M) (Mid-20 1 s ) (Buffalo ) (l6th National 

Convention in Chicago) One of the S.W.P.’S 
most promising Negro elements presented 
a very well -organized defense of the 
Marcyite tendency's position. 

(Informant orally advised on June 20, 1 957 . th at it was his be 
^felief this unnamed individual is identical with f I (LNU ).) b?c 

The remaining 4 to 6 Buffalo and Youngstown Branch 
"Delegates", who spoke in favor of Marcy’s "Minority Report 
#1", cannot he identified nor recalled by this v/riter at 
th^s time . 

0 \ "Delegates" Speaking for the "P.C. Resolution" 

(DOBBS 1 "Political Report" ) 

In general, the following list of Convention Delegates 
supported the P.C.’s contention that the S.W.P. should endorse 
100$, the revolt of the Hungarian workers against its oppressors, 
the Stalinist Bureaucracy and its instrument of oppression, 
the Red Army, which the P.C. contends carried out the process 
of "counter-revolution" against the revolutionary uprising 
taken and ordered by the Hungarian workers and their "Workers’ 
Councils", respectively. 

1. MORRIS STEIN - N.O. , N.C., Presidium, N.Y.C. Local. 

2. ARNE SWABBCK - N.C., Presidium, Los Angeles Branch. 

3. MURRAY. WEISS - N.O. , Secretariat, Militant Staff. 

4. "BOB" - Cleveland Branch. 

5. ROBERT CHESTER - N.O. 

6. JEAN SIMON - Cleveland Branch. 

7. "IZZY" KLEIN (phonetic). - Cleveland Branch. 

8. MYRA TANNER (WEISS) - N.O., N.Y.C. Local. 

9. PRANK LOVELL - Detroit Branch. 

10. TOM KERRY r N.O. 
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The remaining 5 to 7 pro-P.C. speakers were "unrecalled" 
"Delegates" representing S.W.P. Branches in Lo’s Angeles, 
Seattle, the Twin Cities, Chicago and New’ York City. 

This concluded >the "Delegates" pro and con discussion of 
the S.W.P. 's political orientation for the coming period. 

D. MARCY Summary - "Minority Report #l" - SAM MARCY - 

20 minutes,, . - 

' . I ' t 

The tireless MAR&Y, .refuting several of the commerits 
made by the 15-17 pro 'P.C. Delegates, reached his oratdrical 
peak with a re-stated, re -hashed defense of his interpretation 
of the Hungarian events. 

* , J 

MARCY 1 s 20-minute summation! emphasized: 

1. The bloody Hungarian uprising, counter-revolutionary 

by nature, will remain an important* . lesson to the 
world working class from a hegative stand -point. 

2. The Hungarian events pointed out, primarily, the 
need .df the working class for a' revolutionary 
vanguard party. 

3. The Hungarian events destroyed the theory that 
"Socialism-in-one -country" is workable or that it 
can become a practical reality. 

4. The Hungarian uprising proved that the Stalinist 
Bureaucracy is incapable of reforming itself. 

E. DOBBS •' Summary - P.C. Political Resolution - FARRELL DOBBS 

20-30 minutes _____ 

The DOBBS’ Report summation featured the National 
Secretary's conception of the "Marcyite tendency" as a 
"loyal minority" within the S.W.P, , which has minor 
political differences with the P.C. Majority — differences 
which can and will be resolved via internal party discussion 
during the coming period. 

To illustrate the loyalty of the Marcyites, DOBBS 
referred to the recent national fund drive of the S.W.P., 
in which the 100$ "Marcyite" Buffalo Branch pledged the 3rd 
largest quota and then over-subscribed to it prior to the 
fund campaign .deadline . 
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The DOBBS' summation emphasized: 

1. The value of the Hungarian Events as political 
propaganda to be utilized by the Trotskyists 
against the Stalinist Bureaucracy. 

2. Full support of the Hungarian workers "political 
revolution" to establish Socialism. 

3. Full disapproval of the Stalinist Bureaucracy's 
counter-revolutionary actions against the 
Hungarian workers . 

And so concluded the DOBBS' summation. 

F. Vote of Convention Delegates on Acceptance of "Minority 
Report #1" 



SAM MARCY presented a motion that the Convention 
Delegates vote to, incorporate his "Minority Report #1" 
into the P.C.'s Political Resolution to be the S.W.P.'s 
political orientation for the coming period. 

The results (approximate) of the Delegates' vote on 
MARCY 's motion were: 

To accept: 5 votes 

To reject: 82-87 votes. 

G. Vote of Convention Delegates on Acceptance of P.C. 
Political Resolution , 



One of the prominent S.W.P. national leaders (KERRY or 
DOBBS or STEIN) presented a motion to the Convention Delegates 
that they vote to accept the P.C. Political Resolution as the 

S.W.P.'s political orientation for the coming period 

without changes and as set forth by FARRELL DOBBS as 'the P.C.'s 
spokesman for the Resolution. 

The Delegates' vote on the P.C. Political Resolution was: 

To accept: 87 votes 

To reject: 3 votes. 
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• H. Delegates 1 Vote on Minority Report #2 

If correctly recalled, "ARTIE 1 . 1 POX requested that the 
Delegates vote to accept and to incorporate his Minority 
Report #2 into the P.C.'s Political Resolution. 

If so, the approximate number of votes recorded were.: 

To accept: 5 

To reject: 87. 

III. SESSION #3 



This session. Chairman unknown, was held at Wortermann' s 
Hall, 3d Avenue at l6th Street, New York City, from 8:30 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. oh Friday, May 31# 1957# and attended by approximately 
175 to 200. 



A. Introductio n 

This 3rd session of the S.W.P.'s 17th National 
Convention on the evening of Friday, 5/31/57# was not 
attended by this writer. 

As a result, the contents herein included on this 
"Session #3" are based on reports made to this writer by 
other S.W.P. personnel who attended this session and on 
the Report to the Boston Branch on Thursday, 6/6/57# on 
this session, made by L. P\ TRAINOR, the Organizer of the 
Boston Branch and one of its 2 "alternate delegates" to 
the Convention. 

* 

B. "The Negro Question" - P.C. Resolution - Reported by 
GEORGE BREITMAN - 



According to L. P. TRAINOR (Report to the Boston 
Branch, 6/6/57)* 

The P.C.'s Draft Resolution on "The Negro Question" ^ 
presented at the Convention by GEORGE BREITMAN, brought up- 
to-date, without alterations, the S.W.P. 's analysis and 
orientation on "The Negro Question" for the coming period. 
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This "Majority Repqrt" by BREITMAN, which relates "The 
Negro Question" in the U.S. to the Colonial Peoples and 
Revolutions throughout the world, reveals no new developments 
on the subject and no significant changes in the Party's 
orientation towards it. 

The P.C. Draft Resolution itself states: 

"The Negro struggle for equality is an integral part 
of the world revolutionary upsurge of the colonial and semi- 
colonial peoples" - "In this country the Negro masses are 
fighting as a united, militant, self-sacrificing people" - 
"They struggle to end all forms of racial segregation and 
discrimination" - "They aim fundamentally to attain full 
economic, social and political equality". 

"This inter-relation between the Negro struggle in the 
United States and the world-wide movement of the* colonial 
and semi -colonial peoples plays a vital role in the 
development of the American working class. It foreshadows 
the linking up of the struggles of the American working 
class, which have not yet assumed conscious anti -capitalist 
forms, with the relatively more advanced character of the 
world revolutionary process." 

On De -segregation - Pull Negro equality is impossible 
through reliance onTHe capitalist government. 

On NAACP Policy - Dellberant restraint of mass action 
has been a central component of official NAACP policy. 

Complete reliance on the capitalist government to secure 
civil fights, the fundamental flaw in NAACP policy has upset, 
repeatedly, its organizational control over the insurgent 
Negro masses. 

Trend towards Social Change in the South - implies a major 
breach in th'e waYl of white supremacy leading toward fusion of 
the civil rights movement with the class struggle in industry. 

Labor - Negro Unity - their fusion into a united political 
force would imply ;a head-on collision with the capitalist 
ruling class, breaking up the present two-party swindle 
and precipitating a class polarization in politics. In the 
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process the civil rights forces could be expected to ally 
themselves with labor to launch an independent labor party 
based on the unions. 

Crisis of Leadership - both the union officials with their 
middle-class mentality and the middle -class Negro leadership 

violate the democratic rights of their memberships, shrink 
from direct struggle against the capitalist ruling class and 
appeal to the capitalist 'government for reforms to appease 
the masses. 

Transitional Program - The road to Negro equality can 
be helped along through a transitional program leading 
toward fusion of the civil' rights movement with the class 
struggle for socialism. 

S.W'.P..!s Conclusions - The socialist movement should 
advocate : 



1. Complete economic, social and political equality 
for all minority peoples. 

2. Abolish all forms of bureaucratic control within 
the mass movement and establish complete rank and 
file democracy. 

3. Discard all class collaborationist policies and 
institute class struggle .methods. 

4. Fight for equality through mass action instead 
of relying on the capitalist government to grant 
reforms . 

5. Run independent Negro candidates in opposition 
to both capitalist parties. 

6. Full union support to the civil rights movement. 

7. A labor-Negro alliance to launch an independent 
labor party based on unions. 

8. Replace the capitalist government with a workers 
and farmers government. 
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9. Abolish capitalism and establish a socialist 
society. 

•Only on this class struggle road does the S.W.P. believe 
the civil rights question can be fundamentally and permanently 
resolved. 

And such was the reported content of GEORGE BREITMAN's 
3rd Convention Session Report on the Political Committee's 
Draft Resolution entitled "The Class Struggle Road to Negro 
Equality" . 

C. "The Negro Question" - Minority Report - by RICHARD 
FRAZER 



Since the FRASER "Minority" Report was completed and 
placed in the hands of the N*C. just 2 days prior to the 
start of this 17th National Convention, only a few of the 
S.W.P. leaders had had the opportunity to peruse FRAZER'S 
document and to learn what specific differences the latter 
had with the P.C. Draft Resolution. 

Therefore, FRAZER'S Report to the Convention tonight 
was his first public announcement of why and how he differed 
from the P.C. Resolution on "The Negro Question". 

Since this writer did not hear FRAZER present his 
"Minority Report" its following reported contents are those 
told to the members of the S.W.P. 's Boston Branch by its 
Organizer, L. P. TRAINOR, at its Thursday, 6/6/57 meeting. 

According to L. P. TRAINOR (at 6/6/57 Boston Branch 
meeting ) : 

1. FRAZER'S "Minority" Report opposes the fundamental 
thesis of the P.C.'s Draft Resolution in that 
FRAZER denies the existance of any relationship 
between "The Negro Question" in the U.S. and the 
Colonial struggles- taking place throughout the 
World. 

2. FRAZER characterized the P.C.'s Draft Resolution 

as setting forth a "paternalistic" and a "chauvinistic" 
approach to "The Negro Question". 
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3. Finally, the FRAZER Report intimated that the P.C. 
1 Draft Resolution, insofar as its interpretation of 

the Negro struggle in the South is concerned, has 
a pro-Stalinist orientation based on the P.C.'s 
references to "Negro nationalism" . 

Although the above synopsis of the FRAZER "Minority" 
Report is very brief, it constitutes all of the information 
that this writer has available on it at this time. 



.FRAZER, who is married to another S.VJ.P. member, | | 

|r currently is assigned to the Party's Seattle Branch. 

At the time of the 16th National Convention in Chicago, 11/54, 
FRAZER was assigned to the S.V/.P. 's Los Angeles Branch. 

And so concludes this writer's account of FRAZER and 
his "Minority Report" of 5/31/57. 



(Agent's Note: 

Informant advised that no mention was made as to 
whether any of the Convention delegates discussed the "Negro 
Question" at this third session following the BREITMAN and 
FRAZER Reports . ) 



be 

b7C 



- 25 - 




o 



o 



BS‘i00-442 
AVS: ACT 

IV. SESSION NO. 4 



This Session, chairman unknown, was held, at V/ortermann 1 s Hall 
from 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM, Saturday, June 1, 1957 and attended 
by approximately 200. 

A. Introduction 

Session #4, like Session #2 on the previous afternoon, 
featured a parade of "Delegates" to the rostrum, each with a 
5-minute time allotment to express their support and/or the 
criticisms of either the Breitman or the Frazer Report on the 
"Negro Question." 

Since none of the 20 Delegates participating in this 
discussion offered any new or unique concepts on the "Negro 
Question," this writer will attempt only to identify as many 

of the 20 Delegates as possible in 2 lists one of which 

will be comprised of Breitman 1 s supporters and the other one 
will be comprised of those known Delegates supporting the 
Frazer position. 

B. Del egates Speaking in Support of P. C. Resolution on 

^Negro Question' 1 



Generally speaking, the following Delegates expressed 
their support of the P. C. Draft Resolution on the "Negro 
Question" in 5-minute talks from the rostrum during this 4th 
Convention Session — All of these Delegates appeared to be in 
agreement with the Breitman expressed, P. C. thesis that the 
Negro struggle in the U. S. is linked to the struggles of 
Colonial Peoples throughout the world — 

Of the 20 Delegates who spoke on this subject, about 
14 supported the P. C; Resolution as reported by George Breitman 

1. Jean Simon - Cleveland "Specialist" on "Negro Question," 

2.. Bob - Cleveland Branch - 

3. "Izzy" Klein " " \ 

4. George Weissman - N. 0. "Militant" Staff - 
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5. Frances James - "Militant" Business Manager - N.Y.C. Local - 
6.. Dee - Chicago Branch 

7. Bert Deck - N. 0. - 

8 . Howard Mayhew - Chicago Branch Organizer - 

9. - (N)(M)(28<30)Recently toured all sections of the 

South . 

(Agent 1 s note: Since it is not known to which branch this 

individual is assigned, the information -concerning 
this individual is being furnished- to the New York 
Office as it is felt the New York Office may be able- to 
further identify this individual and forward the copy to 
the appropriate office.) 

10. Frank Lovell - Detroit Branch Organizer - 

The remaining. 3 or 4 pro-Breitman Delegates, who spoke 
on the "Negro Question" cannot be recalled by this writer at 
this time. 

C. Delegates Speatlng in Support of Frazer Report oh "Negro 
Question 11 - 

About 6 or 7 Delegates spoke in support of Frazer's, 
orientation on the "Negro Question, " which denied that the 
Negro struggle in the U. S. is linked with the struggle of 
Colonial Peoples in other parts of the world and which referred 
to the P. C. Draft Resolution as "paternalistic" & "chauvenistic ." 

L. P. Trainor reported later that the great majority of 
Delegates supporting the Frazer Report came from S. W. P. 

Branches in Seattle, San Francisco & Los Angeles. 

It appeared to this writer that the majority of Negroes 
attending the Convention supported Frazer's Report rather than 
the P, C. Draft Resolution on the- basis that Frazer de-emphasized 
the "Negro Question" as a "social problem" whereas the P. C. 
Resolution & its reporter,, Breitman, emphasized the "Negro 
Question" as a major social problem v/ith an elusive solution 
which will take decades to discover - In other words, the P. C. 

& Breitman again, like most Trotskyist & Stalinist Resolutions 
of the past, have separated the Negro as a creature apart from 
the remainder of the human race, implying nob that the Negro should 
be treated as a "slave" but as a "pet" by other races - 
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1. (N )(P)( 22-24 )Los Angeles Branch - 

2. (W)(F) Seattle Branch - 

This writer is unable to recall the names of any of the 
Delegates speaking in support of the Frazer Report but a total 
of about 6 sided with Frazer against the E. C'. Draft Resolution 
as reported by George Breitman. 

D. "Minority Report" Summation - "Dick" Frazer - 20 minutes 

Although Frazer devoted most of his 20-minute summation 
to a critical blast at the P. C.'s orientation, describing it, 
again & again, as "paternalistic," he also denied that he had 
referred to the P. C. Resolution as "pro-Stalinist" in its 
approach. 



Where Frazer tried to explain what. he had meant in 
using that term, "J. P. Cannon, angered by Frazer's charge, 
loudly asked: - "Well, .what in H did you mean by -it"? 

Cannon's question evoked no response from Frazer* but 
it prevented the latter from denying the charge that he had 
described the P. C. Resolution as "pro-rStaiinist" - Therefore, 
the impression left in the minds of the Convention Delegates was 
that Frazer charged that the P.-C. Resolution has a pro- 
Stalinist orientation - 

Chief emphasis ,111 Frazer's summation, was that the Negro 
struggle in the U. S.- is separate & apart & unrelated to the 
struggles of Colonial Peoples in other parts of the world - 

Fra.zer argued effectively on this major point of 
difference v/ith the P. C. Resolution, describing the latter as 
"unrealistic" for .linking together com letely unrelated struggles - 

Frazer also — intentionally or otherwise — misinter- 
preted passages in- the P. C. Draft Resolution - 

For example: - 

"Theoretically, the profound growth of racial solidarity 
and national consciousness among the Negro people might under 
certain conditions give rise to separatist demands." 
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Frazer charged that the P. C. defined & meant that the 
Negro people want, and are thinking in tenris of "a Negro nation 
within a nation" (the C.P's "Black Belt" theory) by their use 
of the phrase: "national consciousness" - 

Breitman, in his summation which followed Frazer's, re- 
ferred to the above charge by Frazer & angrily reassured Frazer 
that the phrase meant: - "conscious of the nation" (the U. S. ) 

Frazer's summation, like his Report, was one of extremes, 
strong on some points & extremely weak on others - 

When Frazer concluded his summation he realized that he & 
his report had incurred the wrath- of the top leadership, which 
assured his Minority Resolution of certain defeat by the vote 
of the Convention Delegates. 

However, Frazer's Report had included much of a contro- 
versial nature, plus a new approach to the Negro Question, , 
which not only will save the Report from extinction, but will 
make it a document to be discussed internally throughout the 
S.W.P, during the coming period - 



E. "Majority Report" Summation - George Breitman - 20 minutes 

A serious, emotionally upset George Breitman spent all 
of this period at the- rostrum denying, one by one, each of the 
more petty charges which Frazer had hurled <§ the P. C. Resolu- 
tion - 

In addition, Breitman accused Frazer of "deliberately 
misinterpreting crystal-clear explanations, "of reading statements 
in the P. C. Resolution out of context, of "misquoting the 
P. C. Resolution" & of "half -quoting P. C. statements & 
passages." 

Breitman, visibly upset by Frazer's alleged "falsifica- 
tions" & "spurious charges" against the P.C. Resolution, plus 
Frazer's own irresponsible, unreal & unworkable theories 
on the "Negro Question, " concluded his summation abruptly & 
prior to the end of his alloted 20 minutes, in order to avoid 
the emotional outburst which he evidently felt that he could 
contain no longer. 
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Breitman's summation also re-iterated the Resolutions 
major theme of relating the Negro struggle in the U. S. to the 
Colonial struggles elsewhere — concluding with the S. W. P.'s 
continuing fight for total "Desegregation" in the U. S. - 

F. Frazer Motion & Delegates' Vote on Frazer Resolution 

Frazer next put forth a formal motion to the Dele- 
gates that his Minority Resolution on the "Negro Question" be 
accepted as the S. W. P.'s official orientation on this subject 
for the coming period - 

Then followed the voting of the Delegates on the 
Frazer Motion with the approximate results announced below: - 

To accept the Frazer Resolution = 5 - 

To reject " " - 87 - 



6, Motion & Delegates ' Vote on P. C . Draft Resolution 

If correctly recalled, Farrell Dobbs made the formal 
motion to accept to the P. C. Draft Resolution, "The Class 
Struggle Road to Negro Equality," as reported by George Breitman, 
as the S. W. P.'s official orientation on the "Negro Question" 
for the coming period - 

The Convention Delegates then cast their votes on the 
motion to accept the P. C. Draft Resolution - The results of the 
vote were recorded & reported approximately as follows: - 

To accept the P. C. Draft Resolution _ 87 votes - 

To reject " " " " _ 5 " 

Therefore, the P. C. Draft Resolution (Discussion 
Bulletin, Vol. 18 No. 8, 4 / 57 ).> entitled "The Class Struggle 
Road to Negro Equality," was accepted by an 87 to 5 vote of the 
Convention Delegates, to be the S.W.P.'s official orientation 
on the "Negro Question" @ this 4 th Convention Session on 
Saturday, 6/1/57 - 
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H. Motion on Frazer's "Minority Report" 

An unidentified Frazer supporter presented the motion 
that Frazer* s "Minority Report" on the Negro Question be published 
in an S. V/. P. Discussion Bulletin & that its contents be dis-' 
cussed by Branches throughout the S. W. P. prior to the time of 
the next N. C. Plenum, when the Frazer Report will be reviewed 
by the National Committee - 

The vast majority of the Delegates approved this 
motion without the recording of a formal vote - 

I . Announcements 

1 • Pane l Discussions 

The Chairman announced -that Panel Discussions on 
1. Youth 2. Litero.ture & 3. Trade Unions would be held © 8:00 PM 
on this date, 6/1/57, © Adelphi Hall (Rooms. 10-B, 10-F & 10-C) 

74 5th Avenue, New York City - 

2. Nomination s Committee Session 

Arne Swabeck announced that the Nominations 
Committee session also would be held © 8: — P.M, on this date, 
6/1/57, © the S.W.P.'s National Hqs., 116 University Place 
in New York City - 

3 . S. V7. P. Literature Table 



The Chairman mentioned the literature table © 
the speakers right-hand side of the hall v/ith its stock of re- 
cently published S.U.P. pamphlet's & rarely-available cloth- 
bound Marxist editions - The literature table & sales were 
under the supervision of John Tabor, Literature Agent of the 
S. Vi. P's New York City Local - 
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V, SESSION NO. 5 

This Session, chaired by Ted Dostel, was held at 
Wortermann's Hall from 2:00 PM to 6:30 PM, June 1, 1957 and 
attended by approximately 200-225. 

. Session No. 5 featured the 60-minute-plus address of the 
S.W.P's National Secretary, Parrell Dobbs, on the 2 major cam- 
paigns which have occupied the time & efforts of all American 
Trotskyists during 1956 & 1957., particularly since the date 
of the 20th Congress of the e.P., U.S.S.R. when Nikita 
Khr usehev revealed the allegedly true facts about Stalin & 
Stalinism, only to withdraw most of the allegations during 
recent months - 

During Dobbs' address, he again referred, to the recom- 
mendation made © the N. C's pre-:Convention Plenum on Thursday, 
5/30/57 about "stepping-up the S.W.P.'s propaganda campaign 
against the American Stalinist Bureaucracy in an attempt to 
awaken rank and file Stalinists to ‘the “knowledge that the C. P. 
leadership is a "corrupt" & "opportunistic" leadership. 

When Dobbs referred to that recommendation this 2nd 
time, in the midst of his address on "Regroupment" & the "Cam- 
paign against Stalinism"; he requested that the. Convention 
Delegates at this time, approve his (Dobbs) formal motion .to 
incorporate that recommendation into the official P. C. 

Political Resolution which had been approved & accepted by the 
Delegates © Convention Session #2 on Friday afternoon, 5/31/57 - 

During this Dobbs initiated interruption in his own 
speech, the Delegates voted, almost unanimously, to accept the 
Dobbs motion & to incorporate the content of the recommendation 
into the P. C. Political Resolution, which will be the S.W.P.'s 
political orientation for the coming period. - 



This 4 heur & 30 minute 5th Session was not of sufficient 
length to complete the "Delegates" discussion on the Dobbs 
Report, &, therefore that agenda topic was continued* until 
Session ?!-8, scheduled to take place on Sunday A.M., 6/2/57 - 
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Addre ss by Farrell Dobbs - "Regroupment" & "The Campaign 

against Stalinism " 

The S»W, P.'s National Secretary played a "key" role @ 
this 17th National Convention as illustrated by the fact that he 
presented his 2nd major address to the Delegates on the 2nd 
day of the 3 -day affair - 

I - "Regroupment 11 - Dobbs 

Dobbs more or less reviewed the S. W. P's role in- 
the "Socialist Regroupment in the U. S., which has taken- place 
during the past year or two - 

1 . - "American Forum for Socialist Education 

The major highlight of this " Regroupment " section 
of this Dobbs address was the latter's report on the "American 
Forum for Socialist Education" inititated by A. J. Muste, 
Secretary Emeritus of the F.O.R. in II /56 or 12/56 in New York 
City - ■ 



The significant feature of Dobbs ' Report on the 
American Forum for Socialist Education was the comment by 
Dobbs: - 



"Already, the '.American Forum for Socialist Education 
has resolved itself into a "Regroupment between the Communist 
Party & the Socialist Workers’ Party" - 

According to Dobbs, the other Left-Wing organizations 
represented in the "American Forum" have no power, no standing, 
no program ,& no course to follow - 

Also with reference to the "American Forum," Dobbs 
reviewed its entire history from the first "Labor^ Temple" 
Conference of 30 nationally prominent. Socialist-minded figures, 
if correctly recalled, in 11/55 * through the 2nd such Conference 
in which Dobbs participated for the S.W.P., the eventual .in- 
clusion of the C. P. in this "-Regroupment" program, the Muste- 
called conference & founding of the American Forum in II/ 56 , 
the recent "witch-hunt" attacks against the "American Forum" 
as, a "C.P. Front" & announcement of the Forum's 1st public 
meeting scheduled to take place in New York City on 6/12/57 w/ 

A. J. Muste speaking on behalf of the Forum & w/ Dobbs included 
among the *orum's N. C. members on the Panel - 
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2. Dobbs on S.P. - S.D.P. Merger 

A merger signifying nothing except that the two 
combined into one organization means that the latter will take 
longer to disappear from the historical &/ or political scene - 

The S.P. - S.D.P. grouping poses no threat to the S.W.P. 
& can contribute nothing to a Left Regroupment in the U.S. - 

The SP-SDP grouping is defined as the extreme Right of 
the Left-Wing or Radical Movement - 

3 . international Socialist League (Shachtamlntes) 

Max Shachtman, top national leader of ISL, sometimes 
referred to as the 3i’d Camp. _ ' 



Politically, Shachtman & the ISL are considered by 
the S.W.P. to be Right of • Center in the Left Wing or Radical 
Movement w/ Shachtman going all out to sell the merged S.P. - 
S.D.P. on permitting the I.S.L. to join, or to become a part of 
that merger - 

Shachtman both refused to become an N. C. member in 
the "American Forum" & refused to permit the ISL to participate 
or to join the American Forum - 

The ISL 1 s, political orientation of "no defense of the 
Soviet Union" disqualifies it as a revolutionary Left Party & 
places it politically to the Right of Center - 

Y.S.L. (Young Socialist League) 

The Y.S.L. is the I.S.L’ s Youth Organization, which 
recently rebelled against Shachtman’ s turn to the Right to merge 
w/ the S.P. -S.D.P. grouping - 

As a result, a factional struggle & reported split 
developed in the Y.S.L. w/ 28 of the members allegedly on the 
verge of being recruited into the S.W. P. - Among the 28 Y.S. Lers 
S.W.P. - bound are 2 national leaders, 1 from the Antioch College 
Camous & the 2nd from New York c ity - (Agent's note: Information 

concerning the YSL leader, Antioch College has been furnished 
previously to Cleveland . ) 
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Two of the 28 Y.S.Lers reportedly are attending this 
17th S.W.P. National Convention but neither one of the two was 
identified in any way - 

Socialist Unity Committee 



The S.U.C, its leadership (Clarke, Zaslow, McAvoy), its 
series of forums & its cooperation w/ the American Forum for 
Socialist Education were referred to by Dobbs - 

The S.U.C . still localized (New York City), small 
membership w/ Left Unification & an American Brand of Socialism 
its only program - Insignificant on the Left-Wing scene - 

"American Socialist" 

The political careers of Cochran & Braverman continue 
to fade as the 2-ex-Trotskyists edit& earn a living from the 
respectably socialist "American Socialist" monthly magazine - 

S.W.P 's "Regroupment Program" 

To continue w / the orientation stated in the pamphlet 
on " Regroupment " published by the American Trotskyists earlier 
in 1957 - 

Continued co-operation w/ all revolutionary Left organi- 
zations seeking Regroupment of the American Left on a principled 

basis & w/ a program around which to incite a Maxist-Leninist 

program, not a program calling for unification for unification's 
sake -. 



The exploration of all programmatic positions in order 
to achieve a lasting, realistic regroupment is the next phase-, 
of the S.W.P.'s "Regroupment" strategy — a phase that can be 
opened within the frame work of the American Forum for Socialist 
Education . 

2. "Campaign against Stalinism" 



Dobbs reviewed the. S.W.P. 's "Campaign against Stalinism" 
since its inception @ the time of Khru schev 1 s Revelations % 
the 20th c ongress of the C.P., U.S.S.R. in early 1956 through 
the current trend within the C.P., U.S.A. to return to the pre- 
20th Congress orientations & discipline under the direction 
of William Z. Foster, whose fight against the faction led by 
the "Daily Worker's Editor, John E. Gates, for control of the 
American Stalinist Party is coming to its end - 



1 
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S.W.P. 's"Campaign against Stalinism 11 Summarized 

1. Unceasing propaganda attack in "The Militant" weekly 
against Stalinist Bureaucracy © home & abroad - 

2. Continuous appeal to rank & file Stalinists in "The 
Militant" to rid CP of its leadership or to quit CP 
themselves - 

3. Free "Militant" mailings to Stalinists weekly totaled 
40,000 copies in 1956. 

4. Free "Militant" mailings to Stalinists in 1957 totals 
about 1000 copies per week - 

5. Recruitment qf Stalinists into S.W.P. a slow, 

painstaking process a good potential despite 

actual past results 7 Stalinists recruited into 

S.W.P. on West Coast — other Stalinists working with 
S.W.P. within C.P. technically are not S.W.P. members - 

6. The"Campaign against Stalinism" carried out by the 
S.W.P.'s Los Angeles Branch ;has contributed to the 
disintegration of the C.P. in that area w/ the latter’s 
membership reduced from its original -.4000 to a recently 
reported figure of less that 1000 members. 

Note: Dobbs summarized the contents of the N.C. Com- 

munications on this "Campaign against Stalinism," 
which have been summarized & forwarded in previous 
reports by this, writer -(Agent's note: This 

information has been forwarded previously to New 
York and interested offices . ) 

S.W.P.'s Future Orientation on Anti-Stalinist Campaign 



No major change in orientation, except to step-up 
propaganda barrage against American Stalinist Bureaucracy in 
weekly issues of "The Militant" . 

Continue to seek S.W. P. recruits from among rank & file 
C.Pers - Recruit or demoralize them to drive them out of the 
Stalinist movement - Overall strategy will continue to be to 
smash the organizational apparatus of the C. P., U.S.A. to ■ 
eliminate it from contesting the S.W.P. as the revolutionary 
vanguard of the American working class in the "coming American 
Revolution," 



- 36 - 



